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Strategic Convergence

European security
architecture in
particular is
undergoing a period
of recalibration,
which was long
underpinned by
transatlantic
cooperation.

INTRODUCTION

In the last few years, especially after Covid-19, the world order
has been fragmented with strategic uncertainty and gradual
erosion of persisting traditional security arrangements. The
post-Cold War liberal international order, which often relied on
stable alliances, multilateralism, and most important of all,
predictable responsible leadership by major powers, is being
transformed into a more contested landscape*Amid such global
flux, countries and groupings are diversifying the forms of
cooperation by reassessing traditional security dependencies to
enhance strategic flexibility.

European security architecture in particular is undergoing a
period of recalibration, which was long underpinned by
transatlantic cooperation. While established mechanisms and
treaties remain operational, shifting geopolitical realities, along
with evolving threat perceptions and, most important of all,
changing international political dynamics, are prompting
European policymakers to place greater emphasis on defense
readiness, "European sovereignty," and industrial self-
sufficiency.? This development is not a rejection of existing
security frameworks but a pragmatic effort to adapt to
uncertainty by expanding the range of strategic partnerships.
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Amid such a shift, the European Union (EU) has articulated the
need to engage with reliable partners to address the
conventional as well as non-traditional security challenges?
Challenges pertaining to maritime security, cyber & hybrid
security, and supply-chain vulnerabilities in defence production
demand cooperation beyond traditional alliance structures. In
this context, India, as an emerging power with a growing
defence industrial base, proves to be a relevant partner for
strategic cooperation” With initiatives such as Aatmanirbhar
Bharat and Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR)
doctrine, India is expanding export capabilities along with
becoming an established regional security player, especially in
the Indo-Pacific® With this, India becomes a compatible
counterpart for the EU’s evolving security posture.

Apart from defence industrial capabilities, the growing strategic
convergence between India and the EU is strengthened by their
shared commitment to a rules-based international order,
freedom of navigation, and commitment to multilateral
problem-solving.® Both India and EU, are facing increasingly
complex security environments which are being shaped by
technological  disruption, geopolitical competition and
transnational threats.

This paper aims to examine the evolving scope of India-EU
defence and security cooperation by addressing three central
questions. First, how the fluctuating international security
environment, especially across the Atlantic, is reshaping the
EU’s approach to external partnerships. Second, how India is
positioned to become a key partner for the EU. Finally, what
forms of cooperation, particularly in defence industrial
collaboration, offer the greatest potential for mutual benefit? By
focusing on India-EU cooperation as a complementary adaptive
strategy, this study argues that deeper engagement enhances
resilience in an uncertain global order.
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In an anarchic
international system,
alliance formation
becomes a tool for
self-help by which
countries protect
themselves.

Conceptual and Analytical
Framework

To understand the evolution of India-EU defence cooperation
requires an analytical framework that transcends traditional
alliance-centric perspectives. Classical international relations
theories, such as realism, have largely emphasised formal
alliances as the primary mechanism through which states
ensure security.” In an anarchic international system, alliance
formation becomes a tool for self-help by which countries
protect themselves. However, the contemporary environment,
which is in a constant state of fluctuation, reflects conditions of
uncertainty which necessitates conceptual tools that explain
flexible, issue-based cooperation.

The initial point of analysis would be the concept of alliance
uncertainty, where the reliability or scope of existing security
guarantees becomes ambiguous. During such conditions, states
do not necessarily abandon established frameworks, but
instead they seek to mitigate the risk through diversification of
partnerships.® In international politics the alliance uncertainty
encourages the supplementary forms of cooperation which may
operate alongside the existing institutional arrangements.
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Recently, during the Munich Security Conference 2026,
President Emmanuel Macron of France said in his speech, “If we
want to be taken seriously on the European continent and
beyond, we must show the world our unwavering commitment
to defend our own interests,” highlighting his vision of European
sovereignty, or strategic autonomy.” Strategic autonomy here
does not imply isolation.'® Rather, it denotes the capacity to
make independent political and military decisions. From this
perspective, autonomy is relational, which means, it is achieved
not only through internal capacity-building but also through
cultivating reliable partnerships that reduce overdependence on
any single actor, especially the United States of America.

Another conceptual notion is that of security substitution which
refers to the process in the international system by which actors
supplement traditional security arrangements with alternative
cooperation to compensate for the perceived strategic gaps.
The said security substitution works as a functional mechanism
where it introduces complementary mechanisms, such as
defence industrial cooperation and joint capability
development, that enhances resilience.** Further, whenever the
India-EU defence cooperation is in question, at the international
stage this cooperation operates as a form of adaptive
institutional balancing. While the EU gets access to diversified
defence manufacturing, India gets support for its industrial
upgrading and market diversification in terms of defence
exports1?
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European strategic
thinking has shifted
toward resilience,
adaptability, and
diversification.
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Evolving European Security
Environment and Partnership
Diversification

In the last few years, the European security environment has
undergone significant transformation. This has been shaped by
the convergence of geopolitical and structural factors®® Up until
now, while Europe benefited from the established institutions,
the assumptions of predictable alliance commitments and
uninterrupted supply chains have come into question due to the
sudden geopolitical and geoeconomical flux during Trump 2.0.
Consequently, European strategic thinking has shifted toward
resilience, adaptability, and diversification. The remarks,
mentioned above by the French president, are the case in
example.

A defining feature of this environment is the recognition of
strategic vulnerability. With Russia attacking Ukraine in 2022,
there is a resurgence of high-intensity conflict on the continent.
This conflict was also amplified by the proliferation of hybrid
threats and weaponization of economic interdependence that
have underscored the limits of traditional deterrence
mechanisms.** Now, security is being understood in
comprehensive terms, integrating military, economic and
technological dimensions. In response to these threats, the EU
has intensified efforts to strengthen its defence readiness, such
as improving military mobility, coordinating capability
development and reinforcing industrial production.® These
efforts, which we are about to discuss, are not necessarily
directed toward disengagement from allies, but they are, in a
way, steps to reduce structural dependencies by improving
crisis response capabilities.
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Policymakers across the EU are recognising that effective
security requires engagement with a wider range of partners
which are capable of contributing to stability!® This call for
partnership diversification has led the EU to explore
relationships beyond its traditional ones. The Indo-Pacific
region has become a region of strategic interest for the EU due
to its economic centrality for global trade and fluctuating
security dynamics. Growing European interest in the region
reflects an understanding of the interconnectedness of the
security challenges. Rather than rigid alliances which were
prevalent in the cold-war era, today, the EU favors pragmatic
partnerships’As Europe seeks to balance continuity with
adaptation of partnerships that support resilience without
undermining  autonomy, this evolving geoeconomical
environment provides structural conditions for deeper India-EU
cooperation.
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A defining feature
of India’s growing
strategic culture is
India’s emphasis
and practice of

strategic autonomy.

e

India as an Emerging Security
and Defense Partner

Over the decades India has transitioned from an import
intensive economy to a country with an export-orientation. Even
in the defence manufacturing, India has expanded its industrial
capabilities boosting its credibility as a stability provider beyond
its immediate borders.*®* A defining feature of India’s growing
strategic culture is India’s emphasis and practice of strategic
autonomy. This provides India with flexibility, making it a
suitable partner for the EU, which also seeks to balance
cooperation with autonomy.*® India’s defence industrial
transformation in the last few years have also strengthened its
appeal as a strong defence partner. Along with government
investment, the emergence of a robust private defence sector
has created a diversified ecosystem. This ecosystem is oriented
towards co-development and co-production that closely aligns
with European objectives for supply-chain diversification.2®

With the extensive naval experience along with regional
coordination capabilities, India has grown in strategic
significance in terms of maritime security. India is a key
contributor to Indo-Pacific stability. Its emphasis on freedom of
navigation and cooperative governance resonates deeply with
European interests?* Above all, India’s experience with
counterterrorism, cyber security, and disaster response reflects
a multidimensional understanding of security capabilities that
are compatible with the EU’s approach. India also positioned
itself not as an alternative to existing mechanisms but as a
complementary partner which reduces strategic friction and
enhances the political sustainability of cooperation.
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Joint venture and co-
development allow
for technology
sharing and risk
distribution.
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Opportunities and Strategic
Value of EU-India Defense

Industrial Cooperation

In an era where military effectiveness depends on
production capacity supplanted by supply-chain
resilience, industrial collaboration becomes central to
strategic autonomy??*Today, European defence industries
face many challenges including underinvestment,
fragmented production and limited surge capacity.?® The
recent geopolitical developments have exposed
vulnerabilities in terms of ammunition stockpiles
intensifying the EU’s search for reliable industrial
partners. Here, where India’s defence ecosystem
presents complementary strengths. In the last few years,
policy reforms have expanded manufacturing in the
aerospace, land and ammunition systems. The diversified
industrial landscape which features competitive private
firms, positions India to contribute to European defence
requirements, in a way where scalability and cost
efficiency are critical>*

Strategically, the industrial cooperation aligns with
European objectives to reduce dependence. Joint venture
and co-development allow for technology sharing and risk
distribution. Public-private partnerships are central to
this, where governments provide regulatory support and
private firms drive innovation fostering long-term
interdependence and interoperability? These industrial
partnerships are also politically sustainable for they allow
incremental deepening of ties without the friction of
formal alliances.
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The EU’s limited
permanent naval
presence
necessitates
cooperation with
regional partners
such as India.

Maritime Security Cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific

As the global trade relies on secure sea lanes, maritime
stability becomes a shared priority and responsibility. The
Indo-Pacific proves to be a focal point due to its economic
centrality and security challenges?® For the EU,
engagement in the Indo-Pacific reflects an expanding
security understanding of the fact that how European
economies are intertwined with Indo-Pacific routes,
making freedom of navigation essential.

The EU’s limited permanent naval presence necessitates
cooperation with regional partners such as India?” With
established surveillance capabilities and role in regional
cooperation, India is central to the security of India ocean
and Indo-Pacific. Its emphasis on cooperative governance
aligns with European preferences The same is being
enhanced through mechanisms of institutionalized
dialogues which have facilitated coordination on anti-
piracy and sea lanes protection and joint naval exercise
that have contributed to interoperability. Joint
infrastructure development such as port modernization,
integrates economic and strategic consideration where
maritime cooperation allows for gradual engagement of
India-EU coordination.?
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European
shortages in terms
of ammunition
production have
necessitated the
need for a

reliable partners.
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Defense Manufacturing and
Industrial Collaboration

Defense manufacturing collaboration directly addresses
structural constraints like production capacity and supply-chain
resilience. European industries who are facing limitations in
scalability and regulatory complexity, seek partners to
supplement their manufacturing capabilities®® India’s defence
ecosystem which is bolstered by reforms promoting domestic
production and exports, offers a solution in this case. Indian
firms now produce ammunition, aerospace components, and
naval platforms with competitive cost structures*Joint ventures
between Indian and European firms can facilitate co-production,
allowing European diversification and Indian integration into
global and European value chains.

The Ukraine war highlighted the importance of ammunition
during the battle. European shortages in terms of ammunition
production have necessitated the need for a reliable partners.
Over the last few years, Indian firms have demonstrated the
capacity to supply compatible products. In the global market
there is a strong demand for Indian manufactured explosives
such as TNT, RDX and HMX*? Cooperation in this domain fosters
trust and interoperability, simultaneously enhancing innovation
capacity through joint R&D in emerging technologies **
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Cooperation on dual-
use technologies,
such as Al and Data
analytics, supports
technological
resilience.
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Cybersecurity and Hybrid
Threat Cooperation

In the modern age where battlefield has transcended into the
public domain, cybersecurity and hybrid threats blur boundaries
between military and civilian domains* The frequency of cyber
intrusions and disinformation underscores the need for
cooperative approaches. Cybersecurity is core to EU’s defence
policy which recognize vulnerabilities in instrastructue and
institutions. India faces similar challenges due to rapid digjtal
transformation in the country. India’s experience in managing
digital ecosystems and growing cyber expertise can pave the
way for greater cooperation in the domain2® Cooperation on
dual-use technologies, such as Al and Data analytics, supports
technological resilience.

However, the different regulatory frameworks can impede
integration. The India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) which
was concluded recently highlights the need for the greater
integration in these domains.*®* The cyber cooperation
exemplifies the value of flexible partnerships that addresses
transnational threats without engaging in the sensitivities of
military alignment.?”
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To translate
convergence
into effective
cooperation,
specific policy
pathways are
required.
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Challenges to Deeper India-EU
Cooperation and Way Forward

Despite the potentiality of growing convergence between India
and EU, there lies structural and political constraints which
might limit the cooperation?® First and most important of all, the
divergent strategic priorities, where Europe focuses on territorial
defence and its neighborhood, while India prioritizes the Indo-
Pacific. Second, the regulatory barriers in defence industries,
such as EU export controls and India’s procurement processes,
supplemented by technological sensitivity and intellectual
property concerns, can slow the collaboration®”Further, the
political fragmentation within the EU and bureaucratic
coordination issues in India can hinder joint initiatives. India and
EU have differences in military doctrines which can limit the
operational interoperability. Addressing these challenges
requires calibrated and incremental approaches:®

To translate convergence into effective cooperation, specific
policy pathways are required. The first and foremost step is
deepening institutionalization** Existing dialogues need
dedicated implementation mechanisms.*? Joint working groups
on maritime security or manufacturing with deliverables would
reduce the fragmentation. These working groups will create an
ecosystem, that will move from project-based collaboration to
comprehensive integration. Joint investment in production
facilities and testing infrastructure can reduce vulnerabilities. In
the end, there is a need to expand low-risk military engagement
through joint training and tabletop exercises in humanitarian
assistance or cyber response to build confidence among forces.

Rather than a departure from existing frameworks, the India-EU
engagement emerges as a pragmatic response to evolving
security challenges and strategic needs**While constraints
regarding threat perceptions and regulations exist, they
necessitate careful policy design rather than prevention of
engagement. In the time of global geopolitical flux, the India-EU
cooperation offers a model for complementary security
engagement where actors adapt to alliance uncertainty by
diversifying partnerships to navigate a complex encompassing
landscape.
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	INTRODUCTION
	European security architecture in particular is undergoing a period of recalibration, which was long underpinned by transatlantic cooperation.
	In the last few years, especially after Covid-19, the world order has been fragmented with strategic uncertainty and gradual erosion of persisting traditional security arrangements. The post-Cold War liberal international order, which often relied on stable alliances, multilateralism, and most important of all, predictable responsible leadership by major powers, is being transformed into a more contested landscape. Amid such global flux, countries and groupings are diversifying the forms of cooperation by reassessing traditional security dependencies to enhance strategic flexibility.
	European security architecture in particular is undergoing a period of recalibration, which was long underpinned by transatlantic cooperation. While established mechanisms and treaties remain operational, shifting geopolitical realities, along with evolving threat perceptions and, most important of all, changing international political dynamics, are prompting European policymakers to place greater emphasis on defense readiness, "European sovereignty," and industrial self-sufficiency. This development is not a rejection of existing security frameworks but a pragmatic effort to adapt to uncertainty by expanding the range of strategic partnerships.


	Amid such a shift, the European Union (EU) has articulated the need to engage with reliable partners to address the conventional as well as non-traditional security challenges. Challenges pertaining to maritime security, cyber & hybrid security, and supply-chain vulnerabilities in defence production demand cooperation beyond traditional alliance structures. In this context, India, as an emerging power with a growing defence industrial base, proves to be a relevant partner for strategic cooperation. With initiatives such as Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) doctrine, India is expanding export capabilities along with becoming an established regional security player, especially in the Indo-Pacific. With this, India becomes a compatible counterpart for the EU’s evolving security posture.
	Apart from defence industrial capabilities, the growing strategic convergence between India and the EU is strengthened by their shared commitment to a rules-based international order, freedom of navigation, and commitment to multilateral problem-solving. Both India and EU, are facing increasingly complex security environments which are being shaped by technological disruption, geopolitical competition and transnational threats.
	This paper aims to examine the evolving scope of India-EU defence and security cooperation by addressing three central questions. First, how the fluctuating international security environment, especially across the Atlantic, is reshaping the EU’s approach to external partnerships. Second, how India is positioned to become a key partner for the EU. Finally, what forms of cooperation, particularly in defence industrial collaboration, offer the greatest potential for mutual benefit? By focusing on India-EU cooperation as a complementary adaptive strategy, this study argues that deeper engagement enhances resilience in an uncertain global order.
	Conceptual and Analytical Framework
	In an anarchic international system, alliance formation becomes a tool for self-help by which countries protect themselves.
	To understand the evolution of India-EU defence cooperation requires an analytical framework that transcends traditional alliance-centric perspectives. Classical international relations theories, such as realism, have largely emphasised formal alliances as the primary mechanism through which states ensure security. In an anarchic international system, alliance formation becomes a tool for self-help by which countries protect themselves. However, the contemporary environment, which is in a constant state of fluctuation, reflects conditions of uncertainty which necessitates conceptual tools that explain flexible, issue-based cooperation.
	The initial point of analysis would be the concept of alliance uncertainty, where the reliability or scope of existing security guarantees becomes ambiguous. During such conditions, states do not necessarily abandon established frameworks, but instead they seek to mitigate the risk through diversification of partnerships. In international politics the alliance uncertainty encourages the supplementary forms of cooperation which may operate alongside the existing institutional arrangements.


	Recently, during the Munich Security Conference 2026, President Emmanuel Macron of France said in his speech, “If we want to be taken seriously on the European continent and beyond, we must show the world our unwavering commitment to defend our own interests,” highlighting his vision of European sovereignty, or strategic autonomy. Strategic autonomy here does not imply isolation.  Rather, it denotes the capacity to make independent political and military decisions. From this perspective, autonomy is relational, which means, it is achieved not only through internal capacity-building but also through cultivating reliable partnerships that reduce overdependence on any single actor, especially the United States of America.
	Another conceptual notion is that of security substitution which refers to the process in the international system by which actors supplement traditional security arrangements with alternative cooperation to compensate for the perceived strategic gaps. The said security substitution works as a functional mechanism where it introduces complementary mechanisms, such as defence industrial cooperation and joint capability development, that enhances resilience.   Further, whenever the India-EU defence cooperation is in question, at the international stage this cooperation operates as a form of adaptive institutional balancing. While the EU gets access to diversified defence manufacturing, India gets support for its industrial upgrading and market diversification in terms of defence exports.
	European strategic thinking has shifted toward resilience, adaptability, and diversification.

	Evolving European Security Environment and Partnership Diversification
	In the last few years, the European security environment has undergone significant transformation. This has been shaped by the convergence of geopolitical and structural factors.   Up until now, while Europe benefited from the established institutions, the assumptions of predictable alliance commitments and uninterrupted supply chains have come into question due to the sudden geopolitical and geoeconomical flux during Trump 2.0. Consequently, European strategic thinking has shifted toward resilience, adaptability, and diversification. The remarks, mentioned above by the French president, are the case in example.
	A defining feature of this environment is the recognition of strategic vulnerability. With Russia attacking Ukraine in 2022, there is a resurgence of high-intensity conflict on the continent. This conflict was also amplified by the proliferation of hybrid threats and weaponization of economic interdependence that have underscored the limits of traditional deterrence mechanisms. Now, security is being understood in comprehensive terms, integrating military, economic and technological dimensions. In response to these threats, the EU has intensified efforts to strengthen its defence readiness, such as improving military mobility, coordinating capability development and reinforcing industrial production. These efforts, which we are about to discuss, are not necessarily directed toward disengagement from allies, but they are, in a way, steps to reduce structural dependencies by improving crisis response capabilities.

	Policymakers across the EU are recognising that effective security requires engagement with a wider range of partners which are capable of contributing to stability.  This call for partnership diversification has led the EU to explore relationships beyond its traditional ones. The Indo-Pacific region has become a region of strategic interest for the EU due to its economic centrality for global trade and fluctuating security dynamics. Growing European interest in the region reflects an understanding of the interconnectedness of the security challenges. Rather than rigid alliances which were prevalent in the cold-war era, today, the EU favors pragmatic partnerships. As Europe seeks to balance continuity with adaptation of partnerships that support resilience without undermining autonomy, this evolving geoeconomical environment provides structural conditions for deeper India-EU cooperation.
	A defining feature  of India’s growing strategic culture is India’s emphasis and practice of strategic autonomy.

	India as an Emerging Security and Defense Partner
	Over the decades India has transitioned from an import intensive economy to a country with an export-orientation. Even in the defence manufacturing, India has expanded its industrial capabilities boosting its credibility as a stability provider beyond its immediate borders.  A defining feature of India’s growing strategic culture is India’s emphasis and practice of strategic autonomy. This provides India with flexibility, making it a suitable partner for the EU, which also seeks to balance cooperation with autonomy. India’s defence industrial transformation in the last few years have also strengthened its appeal as a strong defence partner. Along with government investment, the emergence of a robust private defence sector has created a diversified ecosystem. This ecosystem is oriented towards co-development and co-production that closely aligns with European objectives for supply-chain diversification.
	With the extensive naval experience along with regional coordination capabilities, India has grown in strategic significance in terms of maritime security. India is a key contributor to Indo-Pacific stability. Its emphasis on freedom of navigation and cooperative governance resonates deeply with European interests. Above all, India’s experience with counterterrorism, cyber security, and disaster response reflects a multidimensional understanding of security capabilities that are compatible with the EU’s approach. India also positioned itself not as an alternative to existing mechanisms but as a complementary partner which reduces strategic friction and enhances the political sustainability of cooperation.
	Joint venture and co-development allow for technology sharing and risk distribution.

	Opportunities and Strategic Value of EU-India Defense Industrial Cooperation
	In an era where military effectiveness depends on production capacity supplanted by supply-chain resilience, industrial collaboration becomes central to strategic autonomy.  Today, European defence industries face many challenges including underinvestment, fragmented production and limited surge capacity.  The recent geopolitical developments have exposed vulnerabilities in terms of ammunition stockpiles intensifying the EU’s search for reliable industrial partners. Here, where India’s defence ecosystem presents complementary strengths. In the last few years, policy reforms have expanded manufacturing in the aerospace, land and ammunition systems. The diversified industrial landscape which features competitive private firms, positions India to contribute to European defence requirements, in a way where scalability and cost efficiency are critical.
	Strategically, the industrial cooperation aligns with European objectives to reduce dependence. Joint venture and co-development allow for technology sharing and risk distribution. Public-private partnerships are central to this, where governments provide regulatory support and private firms drive innovation fostering long-term interdependence and interoperability. These industrial partnerships are also politically sustainable for they allow incremental deepening of ties without the friction of formal alliances.
	The EU’s limited permanent naval presence necessitates cooperation with regional partners such as India.

	Maritime Security Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
	As the global trade relies on secure sea lanes, maritime stability becomes a shared priority and responsibility. The Indo-Pacific proves to be a focal point due to its economic centrality and security challenges. For the EU, engagement in the Indo-Pacific reflects an expanding security understanding of the fact that how European economies are intertwined with Indo-Pacific routes, making freedom of navigation essential. 
	The EU’s limited permanent naval presence necessitates cooperation with regional partners such as India.  With established surveillance capabilities and role in regional cooperation, India is central to the security of India ocean and Indo-Pacific. Its emphasis on cooperative governance aligns with European preferences.  The same is being enhanced through mechanisms of institutionalized dialogues which have facilitated coordination on anti-piracy and sea lanes protection and joint naval exercise that have contributed to interoperability. Joint infrastructure development such as port modernization, integrates economic and strategic consideration where maritime cooperation allows for gradual engagement of India-EU coordination.
	European shortages in terms  of ammunition production have necessitated the need for a  reliable partners.

	Defense Manufacturing and Industrial Collaboration
	Defense manufacturing collaboration directly addresses structural constraints like production capacity and supply-chain resilience. European industries who are facing limitations in scalability and regulatory complexity, seek partners to supplement their manufacturing capabilities.  India’s defence ecosystem which is bolstered by reforms promoting domestic production and exports, offers a solution in this case. Indian firms now produce ammunition, aerospace components, and naval platforms with competitive cost structures.   Joint ventures between Indian and European firms can facilitate co-production, allowing European diversification and Indian integration into global and European value chains.  
	The Ukraine war highlighted the importance of ammunition during the battle. European shortages in terms of ammunition production have necessitated the need for a reliable partners. Over the last few years, Indian firms have demonstrated the capacity to supply compatible products. In the global market there is a strong demand for Indian manufactured explosives such as TNT, RDX and HMX.   Cooperation in this domain fosters trust and interoperability, simultaneously enhancing innovation capacity through joint R&D in emerging technologies.
	Cooperation on dual-use technologies, such as AI and Data analytics, supports technological resilience.

	Cybersecurity and Hybrid Threat Cooperation
	In the modern age where battlefield has transcended into the public domain, cybersecurity and hybrid threats blur boundaries between military and civilian domains.   The frequency of cyber intrusions and disinformation underscores the need for cooperative approaches. Cybersecurity is core to EU’s defence policy which recognize vulnerabilities in instrastructue and institutions. India faces similar challenges due to rapid digital transformation in the country. India’s experience in managing digital ecosystems and growing cyber expertise can pave the way for greater cooperation  in the domain.  Cooperation on dual-use technologies, such as AI and Data analytics, supports technological resilience.
	However, the different regulatory frameworks can impede integration. The India-EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA) which was concluded recently highlights the need for the greater integration in these domains.  The cyber cooperation exemplifies the value of flexible partnerships that addresses transnational threats without engaging in the sensitivities of military alignment.

	Challenges to Deeper India-EU Cooperation and Way Forward
	To translate convergence into effective cooperation, specific policy pathways are required.
	Despite the potentiality of growing convergence between India and EU, there lies structural and political constraints which might limit the cooperation.   First and most important of all, the divergent strategic priorities, where Europe focuses on territorial defence and its neighborhood, while India prioritizes the Indo-Pacific. Second, the regulatory barriers in defence industries, such as EU export controls and India’s procurement processes, supplemented by technological sensitivity and intellectual property concerns, can slow the collaboration. Further, the political fragmentation within the EU and bureaucratic coordination issues in India can hinder joint initiatives. India and EU have differences in military doctrines which can limit the operational interoperability. Addressing these challenges requires calibrated and incremental approaches. 
	To translate convergence into effective cooperation, specific policy pathways are required. The first and foremost step is deepening institutionalization. Existing dialogues need dedicated implementation mechanisms.  Joint working groups on maritime security or manufacturing with deliverables would reduce the fragmentation. These working groups will create an ecosystem, that will move from project-based collaboration to comprehensive integration. Joint investment in production facilities and testing infrastructure can reduce vulnerabilities. In the end, there is a need to expand low-risk military engagement through joint training and tabletop exercises in humanitarian assistance or cyber response to build confidence among forces.
	Rather than a departure from existing frameworks, the India-EU engagement emerges as a pragmatic response to evolving security challenges and strategic needs. While constraints regarding threat perceptions and regulations exist, they necessitate careful policy design rather than prevention of engagement. In the time of global geopolitical flux, the India-EU cooperation offers a model for complementary security engagement where actors adapt to alliance uncertainty by diversifying partnerships to navigate a complex encompassing landscape.
	Strategic Convergence
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